GANDHI

One incident in this early matrimonial experience left
a bitter memory. At fifteen he was nursing his father
in what proved to be the latter's last illness. One eve-
ning Mohandas left the bedside to go to his wife's room.
He was lying with her when his father died. His shame
at this filial neglect produced a blot upon his conscience
he was never able to efface or forget. In the same year
Kasturbai's first child was born and lived but four days,
adding, Mohandas thought, to his disgrace.

The only redeeming feature in this child-marriage
custom was that wise parents did not permit the young
couples to stay together long. Six months of each
yea* the child-wife had to return to her father's home.
So it was with the young Gandhis. During the first
five years of their married life they did not live together
longer than an aggregate period of three years. These
intervals probably saved them from the carnal degener-
acy which has cursed millions among the masses of
India and lessened their physical vitality.

It is not difficult to understand how Gandhi, out of
his own experience with child-marriage, has come to re-
gard the whole institution as pernicious. It gave to his
adolescent years an exaggerated impetus to sexual
desire and fulfillment, with little emphasis upon self-
control or restraint. It developed lust. The thousand
pages of his autobiography recount his almost number-
less battles with this demon in the years before thirty-
six when he thought he had so conquered it that he
could safely take the vow of future celibacy. Most of
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